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COMMONS DEBATES. MÂT 11l,
$500 for the benefit of the successful candidate. I will
move an amendment later.

Mr. OUIMET. It seems to be admitted by the hon. leader
of the Opposition that there muet be some check on bogue
candidates, since we have no longer open nominations.
During the last contest I had an opponent in my county,
who vanished before he could get twenty-five electors to
sign his paper. But there were bogus candidates in the
counties of Terrebonne, Two Mountains and Beauharnois,
one in each who did not poll ten votes each. This abuse
should be terminated. I think the deposit of $200 not too
high, as any bond fde candidate can raise it, either himself
or by hie friends. It would not prevent any good man
from coming forward, but would prove a bar to bogue candi-
dates.

Mr. MILLS. It would be rather extraordinary if the
hon. First Minister supports this proposal to discourage the
nomination of candidates, after expressing the hope at
Toronto that his friends would permit no Opposition candi-
date to be elected by acclamation. We have two great
parties in the country; but there may be a number ofelectors
in varions constituencies who do not agree with either when
they wish to put a candidate in the field, not with the ex-
pectation that he will succeed, but in order to have their
views proclaimed on the hustings and propagated through-
out the country, and they ought not to be hindered from
doing so. Now, this proposition is a proposal to fine
men, who, though they should be in a large minority,
undertake to express their views en the hustings, and be-
fore the candidates in the field. That would boa restriction
upon freedom of election, and wholly at variance with the
spirit and principles of representative Government. How is
a candidate to know what the chances may be at an election,
and why should he, if ho does not poll a certain number of
votes, be subjected to a fine of 8200. It is the right of a
minority to nominate and elect a candidate if they can ; andi
if there is any class that ought to enjoy the special protec-t
tion of the law it is the minority. What was the object in
requiring twenty-five electors to sign a nominationa
paper? To settle the bond fide of the candidater
who seeks election. If twenty-five are not enough i
increase it to fifty or 100; but there is no reson shown for t
requiring a deposit to be forfeited if a certain number of
votes are not polled. I believe the choice of the electors i
should be as free and unrestricted as possible. I am opposed n
to the proposition and will support the amendment of my a
hon. friend in preference. I am in favor of removing the h
provision of the law relating to money deposits, eithor f
absolutely or conditionally, from the Statutes. ,n

Mr. DE&JARDINS. The hon. member forgots that the t
law was enacted by the late Government. a

Mr. MILLS. I know that.b
Mr. CASGRAIN. According to this amendment the a

unsuccessful candidate muet have one-half the number of G
the successful candidate. Suppose there are 1,000 votes s
and four candidates, and the succesEful candidate gets 501. -
These thon will have 163 each, or together half the votes
polled, yet each one would have to forfeit hie deposit.

Amendment agreed to, and Bill reported. n
s

CHIGNECTO MARINE TRANSPORT RATMWAY 1
COMPANY.

Pr CHARTE TUPPER. At this late hour of the night
I do not intend to occupy much time inplacing this resolu- M
tion before the House. The whole question is so thoroughly L
familiar to the members of the House, and is so fully set "
forth in the papers which have been distributed, and the M
subject, in one form or another, has so long engaged the h
attention of Parliament, that I do not think it will be neces- th
sary to detain the louse very long in explaining the pro- y

Mr. BUNSTER.

posal of these resolutions. Hon. gentlemen will recollect
that in 1871, a Commission, composed of gentlemen well
qualified to deal with the question of trade communication,
was appointed to consider the enlargement and
extension of the canal system of Canada. That
Commission, after very careful consideration, embodied
their views in a report which was adopted by
the Government and received the unanimous approval of
Parliament. I do not now remember that any gentleman
on either side of this Parliament took any exception to the
conclusion to which that Commission arrived. I will
remind the flouse that in propoeing to enlarge the Welland,
St. Lawrence and Lachine Canas their attention was
directed to the question of the Baie Verte Canal. They
divided the different canals upon which they reported into
three classes-those that were considered most important
in the interest of the whole Dominion were placed in the
first class, those which were next in importance in the
second class, and the others in the third ; they placed the
construction of the Baie Verte Canal in the first, as they
regarded it of the greatest importance to the interests of
the Dominion. I will read a brief extract from this report
which will show the importance they attached to the con-
struction of that canal:

« [nseparately connected with the growth of intercolonial trade is the
construction of the Baie Verte Canal across the isthmus connecting the
Provinceseof Nova Scotia and Ntw Brunswick.

siThe advantages that must occur, not onlyt h Dominion asaa
whole, but to the commerce of the Maritime Provinces, are so clearly
pointed out by the Boards of Trade of ail the leading cities of Canada,
and by men largely interested in the developmnnt of our growing com-
mercial interests, not simply the merchants of St. John and other places
in the locality of the proposed canal, but merchants of Hamilton, To-
ronto, Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec, that it is superfluous for the Com-
missioners to do more than briefly to refer to a few features of the
echeme."

Now, Sir, I may say that this question also engaged the
attention of the Boards of Trade in the varions cities referred
to. Those of Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec,
St. John £nd others took the question up, and having ex-
amined in the light of the commercial interests of Canada,
resolved with great unanimity that it was of great
importance to the trade and commerce of Canada
that that canal should be constructed. The Government
adopted the policy suggested by the Commission and brought
it down to this flouse, and I believe it received the unani-
mous saiction of the House. In connection with other
appropriations for the enlargement of the canals to which I
have referred, $1,000,000 was appropriated by Parliament
for the commencement of the Baie Verte Canal. The Govern-
ment had surveys previously made for the purpose of ascer-
aining the cost. Messrs. Keefer and Gzowski repor ted, after
very careful survey had been made, that it would cost

between five and six million dollars to construct the canal
on the line they proposed, a lino that is absolutely the same
as that which is now proposed for this ship railway. The
Government, under the belief that the canal could be con-
tructed for 85,000,000, were planning to place that
work under contract when a change of Government took
lace in 1873. The bon. member for Lambton, then at the
ead of the Government, embodied the views of his Govern-
ment in the most formal and authoritative manner in the
peech with which Parliament was opened in the Session of
874, and a clause of that speech reads as follows:-
"Canal and harbor improvements are being rgularly rounted

rith a view to ensure adequate accommodation for the rapidly growing
rade of the country. The report of the Chief Engmeer eof thDe art-
ent of Public Works on the proposed canal between the Gulf o 8t.
awrence and the Bay of Fundy will be submitted for your consider-
àion y?
[r. Page, the Chief Engineer of the Canals, as here stated,
ad been called upon to take up the estimates and survey
iat had been previously made. In the Estimates of that
ear $1,000,000 had been voted, and that was repeated in
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the Session of 1875, altbough the hon. member for Lambton
is aware that at the time Mr. Page had made his report
that this canal would involve an expenditure of eight or
nine million dollars on the route that he considered best
The large increase over the appropriation which it was
found neoessary to sak for caused some further examination
and the hon member leading the Government, having given
this subject consideration, stated in very emphatic terms
that if the canal could be constructed for the estimate of
Mesars. Gzowski and Keefer, he should consider himself
bound to proceed with the work, and he proposed to test
that question by asking for tenders for the work in order to
ascertain whether it could be constructed for that amount,
and if the result showed that it could be, hoe was prepared
to go on with it. Subsequently, however, Government
sought to institute by a Commission to ascertain whether
the commercial features of the work would warrantso large
an expenditure as eight or nine million dollars. Under these
circumstances a Commissioner was appointed. They reported
adversely to that. The same Commissioner would have been
prepared, if the work could have been accomplished for the
sum, a little over 85,000,000, to have concurred in the pro-
position to go on with it; but under the impression that it
would cost a larger sum, a halt was called and the work
was abandoned by the hon. member for Lambton, because, as
I have said, ho had given the strongest evidence, after care-
fully examining the subject, of his desire to proceed with it.
The work remained from that time to this in abeyance,
until a proposal was made by Mr. Ketchum, an
engineer of ability who had turned his attention
to the question of substituting a ship railway for
a canal, and he placed himself in communication with
the Government in order to ascertain whether they would
be disposed, if a ship railway, performing this service
equally efficiently, or more so, than a canal, could perform
it and at a smaller expense to the country, to consider a
proposal. laving received assurances that the Govern-
ment wore alive to the importance of securing the object to'
which Parliament had pledged itself in connection with the
work, surveys were instituted and road plans prepared, and
ultimately Mr. Ketchum made a proposal to the Govern-
ment which has been concurred in and embodied in a
Minute of Council and laid on the Table for consideration,
the substance of which is embodied in this resolution. I
maysay that I am now reading from the Order in Council.
The proposal is to accept an offer for the construction of
this work at the risk of private capitalists. It is proposed
by Mr. Ketchum and his associates in this coun-
try and the Mother Country, and who he believes,
from communications he has had with them,
will be prepared to give their support and
who, besides furnishing the capital, will assume the risk
of placing the work in a position to discharge all the ser-
vice to the country that the canal which, under Mr. Page's
estimates was to cost $8,000,000 or $9,000,000, would ac-
complish, and to ask nothing whatever from the country
until the work was in position to discharge all the service
required. It is proposed to carry ships of 2,000 tons
weight from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Bay of Fundy
or vice versa, and as it is believed that as this work can be
construeted at a much smaller coet than would be involved
by the canal, wbile the transit would be cheaper and occupy
less time, it would be more valuable than a canal which
would be. blocked by ice, and it could therefore be operated
earlier and later in the beason. Under these circumstances
the Government believed that assuming it to be practicable
to accomplish the wor-k in this way, to obtain all the ad-
vantages that would be obtained by constructing the canal,
it could be executed at a less cost than the smallest
sum to which the Government, after full and.-careful con-
sideration, could commit the country. The proposa to pay
$150,000 a year after the work is placed in an ecient and
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thorough operation and only continue the payment so long

t as the transit is efficiently operated, is one that the Govern-
ment believed would commend itself not only to the hearty
and cordial approval of all members of the House, but to the
people of this country who take such great interest in pro-
moting its trade and commerce. I do not intend to go into
an elaborate statement as to the practicability of the work

e for the reason stated that Parliament is not asked to ineur
any liability or risk in the construction of the work. Were
we to ask that this should be proceeded with as a Govern-
ment work it would become a most vital and important
question as.to whether it was possible to accomplish it.; but
when the parties are assured of its practicability that they
are prepared to accept all risk, it becomes unnecessary to
detain the House with any elaborate argument in regard to
its practicability. I bave no doubt as to its practicability.
The principle of hydraulic lifts by which ships are to be
raised at one end or the other to the railway and placed on
the track has been applied at the London docks for a num-
ber of years, and ships of greater burden than those that
will require to move across the Isthmus and raised, to
as great a height as in this instance. The question has
been settled. There is scarcely an important harbor here
we do not see ships hanled up a steep incline by means of
stationary locomotive engines, and if that be the case we
can see that in regard to this marine railway, which will be
about 18 miles in length, no difficulty can arise in aring
vessels across after landed on the rails. I vo
the most ample evidence and testimony of the. most
eminent engineers in the world of the entire practie-
ability of the scheme; and were I submitting this as
a Government work, I would feel justified in detaining the
flouse while Irread fromt these authorities. The Congress of
the United States have examined the question thoroughly and
express their entire confidence in the possibility of carrying
ships up greater inclines and for longer distances than is
proposed here, and Congress are prepared to expend a large
sum of public money to accomplish a similar work in another
place. I may first refer to the importance of this under-
taking. I will quote from a statement made by the hon.
member for Lambton, thon leader of the Government, deliv-
ered in 1878, when he was reluctantly compelled by the
large cost estimated as necesarily involved to change the
policy which up to that time ho had pursued with respect
to the construction of the Baie Verte Canal. He said

"The Governmenthadactedin perfect goodfaith. Theyconsidered,if
it was possible to execute the work at prices correspòudiag sornewhat
with Mr. Keefer's estimate, which originally was three and a-half
millions, and subsequently five millions, a might be a very considerable
advantage to do so. *nlu the meantime, they propoaed as -so
as the plans were ready to call for tenders, and if these tenders bore
any reasonable relation to the estimates that were formed by the gentle-
man whom the hon. member for Cumberland had characterised as a
hydraulic engineer of ver> high character, they .might be able to act.on
the authorit>' which the Hfouse would give tbem."'

In 1874, when the subject was discussed, in a very able
speech, by the hon. member for Sunbury, he quoted a num-
ber of authorities in relation to the work, and bie placed
these authorities in very convenient form for me to refer to.
14said:

" The advantages te be derived from, the Baie Verte Canal were
unqnestioned at the time of Confederation. Scarcely anybody raised a
voice against it, and Mr. ,Young, at the meeting of the Dominion Board
of Trade in 1871, spoke as follows:-

" ' But there can be no doubt that the inland propeller eau descend
the St..Lawrence and go direct to Halifax, in Nova ,Sootia; and this
fact bringu pother important considerations. Amongprojected canals
there ls tlei Baie Verte Canal, to connect the Bay of~Fundy, on the
Atlantie, with the Straits of Northumberland in the Gulf, and the
Murray Canal, to conneet the say of Quinte with Wellier's ay oa Lake
Ontario. If the Baie Verte Canal is possible of construction, the work
will be highly important, and, in its resulte, of a truly national ehara-
ter in all its respects. The City ofSt. John, in New Brunswick, as well
as al other places on the Bay of Pundy, would be brught 430 meus
nearer Montreal, Quebec or Toronto for the water-borne vessels, thani at
present -and if such a canal were coustructed, the propeller of spi tous
sanling Šr Lakes SuperiorJ Miehiga, or atado, could proeed
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Yale B.C. Oct. 1st, 1867
To His Excellency: Frederick Seymour, Governor of British Columbia

We, Your Excellency’s humble petitioners, Residents of Yale and Lytton, humbly beg that 

you will take into your favourable consideration the case of Ah-Sing, who was convicted in 

the Supreme Court at Yale, June 3rd, 1867 for receiving goods knowing the same to have 

been stolen.

Believing that your Excellency will agree with us that he has already suffered 

sufficient punishment to meet the ends of justice, and in consideration of his excellent 

character previous to, and good behaviour isnce his conviction, your petitioners humbly ask 

that you be pleased to pardon the said Ah-Sing, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will 

ever pray

Signed

[Signatures]
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Names of white petitioners
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Names of Chinese petitioners
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